HOW TO TURN INTO GOD’S EMBRACE  ❹
SEE, LISTEN, & GET OUT OF THE WAY
Acts 10:1-11:18 {esp. 10:34-48, 11:15-18}
When reading the Bible, ‘THEY’ cannot  come to you
in the 21st Century. YOU must go to ‘THEM.’
THE LAW IN JUDAISM
▪ Circumcision ▪ Sabbath / Worship ▪ Diet
▪ Hospitality ▪ Property
CORNELIUS & PETER
Acts 10:1-8 CORNELIUS, a CENTURION of the Italian Cohort, was a devout man who feared God, gave alms generously, prayed constantly to God. NOON VISION – ANGEL OF GOD: Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.
Acts 10:9-16 PETER – NOON TRANCE {ekstasis ▪ ‘out of body’ experience}: SEES heaven opened and something like a large sheet being lowered to the ground by its four corners. In it are all kinds of quadrupeds {four-footed animals; ‘cattle’}, reptiles, and birds. A VOICE: Get up, Peter; kill and eat. PETER: By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane {koinon ▪ unclean, common} or unclean {akatharton ▪ unclean}. VOICE: What God has made clean {ekatharisen ▪ cleansed}, you must not, in any sense, call unclean. This happens three times….
Acts 10:17-22 Peter is greatly puzzled {diaporeō ▪ greatly perplexed, at a loss} about what to make of the vision. Suddenly, Cornelius’s messengers arrive…. THE SPIRIT: Look, three men are searching for you. Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent them. MESSENGERS: Cornelius…was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.
Acts 10:23-33 Peter invites them in & provides lodging {Hospitality}. Next day: Peter, with six others from Joppa, leaves for Caesarea, arrives on the second day. Cornelius bows at Peter’s feet, worships {proskenō ▪ pay homage} him. PETER: Stand up; I am just a human being. Peter enters house, discovers that many have assembled: You yourselves know that it is taboo {athemiton ▪ forbidden, disgusting, NRSV unlawful} for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile, but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean…. Why did you send for me? CORNELIUS recounts his vision: So I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.
Acts 10:34 Then Peter began to speak to them: I truly understand that GOD SHOWS NO PARTIALITY, 35 BUT IN EVERY NATION ANYONE WHO FEARS HIM AND DOES WHAT IS RIGHT IS ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.
 44 WHILE PETER WAS STILL SPEAKING, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 CAN ANYONE BLOCK {kolusei ▪ NRSV withhold} THE WATER FOR BAPTIZING THESE PEOPLE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT JUST AS WE HAVE? 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
Acts 11:15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’Cf. Acts 1:5 17 IF THEN GOD GAVE THEM THE SAME GIFT THAT HE GAVE US WHEN WE BELIEVED IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO WAS I THAT I COULD BLOCK {kolusei ▪ NRSV hinder} GOD? 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, THEN GOD HAS GIVEN EVEN TO THE GENTILES THE REPENTANCE THAT LEADS TO LIFE.
[bookmark: _Hlk210121408][bookmark: _Hlk210123087]Cornelius has called together his relatives and close friends.Acts 10:24 EACH ONE ENTERS Cornelius’s house a GENTILE {uncircumcised, non-kosher dietary mores, shunned by Israelites, blocked from temple worship of God,…}, and EACH ONE LEAVES a GENTILE {uncircumcised, non-kosher dietary mores, shunned by Israelites, blocked from temple worship of God,…} –  EXCEPT –  NOW, having turned into the embrace of God through trust in Jesus, EACH IS A BONAFIDE JESUS-CONFESSOR / ‘ONE-ANOTHER’1 IN THE CHURCH OF THE LORD.
1 I give you a new commandment, that you love ONE ANOTHER. Just as I have loved you, you also should love ONE ANOTHER.
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